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ABSTRACT 

This paper describes and records 4 new records for India, namely Bulbophyllum 
lilacinum Ridl., Coelogyne thailandica Seidenf., Dendrobiwn indragiriense Schlectr. and Phraetia 
tecunda (Bl.) Lindl. with illustrations for the first two species. Three new records for these 
islands, namely A'cocmtrum ampullaceum (Roxb.) Schlectr., Porpax meirnx (Par. & Reichb. f.) King 
& Prantl. and Thunia alba (I indl.) Reichb. f. are also reported and described. 


Intensive botanical survey of Andaman 
Islands during the last 3 years have yielded 
several interesting species from these islands, 
many of them are new records including 
several new records for Indian flora. This 
paper lists seven interesting orchids, four of 
which are new records for India and three 
for these islands. 

Ascocentrum ampullaceum (Roxb.) Schlectr- 
in Fedde, Rep. Eeih, 1: 975. 1913; Sei¬ 
denf. & Smitin. Orch, Thailand 598, f- 
449. 1963. Aerides ampullaceum Roxb. 

FI. Ind. 3: 476. 1832. Saccolabium am¬ 
pullae eum (Roxb.) Lindl. Sert. Orch. t. 
17. 1838, et in J. L : nn. Soc. 3: 35. 1858 ; 
Hook. f. FI. Brit. Ind. 6; 64. 1890; King 
& Prantl. in Ann. R. Bot, Gard. Cal. 8: 
220, t. 293. 1898. 

Epiphytic, upto 30 cm high; stem stout, 
curved-decumbent, 5-7 cm long, clothed at 
base with sheaths of fallen leaves; inter¬ 
nodes 2-3 mm. Leaves distichous, narrow¬ 
ly oblong, acutely bilobed at apex, articul¬ 
ate at base to the sheath, channelled with 
the halves convex at upper surface, keeled 
at midrib below with the halves concave at 
lower surface, 7-12 cm long, 1 0-1.5 cm wide, 
fleshy, coriaceous. Inflorescence erect, 
spreading, arising from the axils of leaves, 
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3-6 cm long, many flowered ; penduncle short, 
up to 1 cm long, with several empty subu¬ 
late small 1 mm long bracts. Flowers 
many, sometimes only a few, all opening 
together, -j- 1.5 cm across, pink ; ovary with 
pedicel -J- 1 cm long, slender. Dorsal sepal 
obovate, acute at apex, narrowed at base, 8- 
9 mm long, 5-nerved. Lateral sepals obo¬ 
vate, acute at apex, narrowed to base, 
7-8 mm long, 5-nerved. Petals obliquely 
obovate, obtuse at apex, 7-8 mm long, 5- 
nerved. Lip with spur -j- 9 mm long ; spur 
thin-walled, -j- 6 mm long, 2 mm broad 
dorso-ventrally, -4- 1 mm thick laterally, 

slightly curved, laterally flattened, obtuse, 
very narrowly flattened at basal portion, 
slightly inflated towards distal portion; 
midlobe linear, oblong, obtuse, bent up¬ 
wards, 4-5 mm long, -j- 2 mm broad; later¬ 
al lobes none. Column short, stout; polli- 
nia 2, globose, cleft in the middle, purple- 
coloured, divaricate; caudicle strap-shaped, 
infolded at margins, -j- 1 5 mm long ; disc 
oblong, subquadrate, -j- 1 mm ; operculum 
-f- 2 mm across. 

Specimen: N. Andamans, Saddle Peak, 
400-600 m, 31 March 1977, in flower; Bala¬ 
krishnan 5400 (PBL). 

Distribution: So far known to occur in 
Nepal, Sikkim, Meghalaya, Manipur, 
Bangla Desh, Burma & Thailand. This is 
a new record for Andaman Islands. 
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Bulbophyllum lilacinum Ridl. in J. Linn. 

Soc. 32: 276. 1896; Ridl. FI. Mai. Pen. 

4: 68. 1924; Holtt. Rev. FI. Malaya, 

Orch. ed. 3: 460. 1964. 

Epiphytes, rhizome creeping; pseudo¬ 
bulbs 4-7 cm apart, oblique-ovoid to elong¬ 
ate-ovoid, 2-4 cm long, 1 -7-2.5 cm thick, 
glabrous. Leaves solitary from the pseu¬ 
dobulbs, oblong-lanceolate, slightly notched 
and .reflexed at apex, 8-20 cm long, 2-4 cm 
broad, dark green above, pale below; peti¬ 
ole 0.8-1.7 cm long. Inflorescence arising 
from the base of the pseudobulbs, 4-8 cm 
long, 3-4 mm thick, lax-flowered with 3-4 en¬ 
veloping 1-2 cm long bracts; floral bracts 
ovate-acute, 4-7 mm long, 2-3 mm broad, 
yellowish white with a few purplish brown 
spots; pedicel with ovary 3-4 mm long, yel¬ 
low with reddish brown streaks. Dorsal sepal 
broadly obovate, apiculate at apex, -p 4 mm 
long, -p 3 Him broad, yellow with reddish 
brown streaks. Lateral sepals united at base, 
oblique-ovate, acutely acuminate at apex, 6- 
7 mm long, 4-5 mm broad, yellow with 
bfown and purplish brown spots. Petals 
oblique-lanceolate, long ciliate at apex, 
-p 3 mm long, yellow with reddish brown 
patches, midrib distinct, continuing into the 
cilia. Lip mobi’e on the column foot, ovate- 
triangular, d: 3 mm long, 3-lobed ; lateral 
lobes short, triangular, obscurely 3-toothed 
at apex; median lobe reflexed, -p 3 mm 
long, -p 2 mm broad, grooved above, yel¬ 
lowish along the groove, reddish brown 
spotted on the sides, shortly papillate at 
margins. Column foot 2 mm long, trun¬ 
cate at apex, reddish brown; column 
2-3 mm long, purplish at base, acutely 3- 
lobed at apex, median lobe shorter than 
lateral ones; operculum -p 1 mm across; 
pollinia oblique-obovoid, yellow (Figs. i-g). 

Specimen: N. Andamans, Shibpur, Sea 
level, 28 Nov. 1976, Balakrishnan & Nair 
4729 (PBL). 

Distribution: Previously reported from 
Malay Peninsula, this is a new record for 

India. 


Notes: A different form ( Nair 4296) col¬ 
lected from South Andamans has longer 
racemes, orangey-yellow flowers with purple 
markings, acute petals, orange-yellow lip 
and acuminate lateral lobes of the column 
apex but does not vary from this in any 
salient structural characters and is also kept 
as the same species. 

Cadogyne thailandica Seidenf. in Dansk. 

Bot. Ark. 29: 46, f. 17. 1975- 

Epiphytes ; pseudobulbs close together, 
elongate-oblong, narrowed towards the apex, 

4- 5-ridged, slightly curved, 3-7 cm long, 
1.0-1.6 cm thick, glabrous. Leaves 2, api¬ 
cal on pseudobulb, broadly lanceolate, nar¬ 
rowed to base, acute to subacuminate at 
apex, 11-15 cm long, 2.3-3.5 cm broad, glab¬ 
rous, distinctly trinerved ; petiole 2.0-3 5 cm 
long, channelled above- Inflorescence aris¬ 
ing from the base of pseudobulb, 1-3-flower- 
ed; scape 1.0-3.5 cm long; scales several, 
clasping the base of scape, ovate-acute, short¬ 
ly mucronulate, 1.0-1.6 cm long, 0.8-1.5 cm 
broad, glabrous; pedicels 5-7 mm, glabrous; 
ovary obovoid, 5-6 mm long, 3-4 mm thick, 
6-ridged, broader, alternating ones narrow¬ 
er. Sepals greenish-yellow or whitish 
green; dorsal sepal ovate-lanceolate, 1.5- 
2 0 cm long, 6-8 mm broad ; lateral sepals 
obliquely ovate-lanceolate, 1.5-2 o cm long, 

5- 7 mm broad. Petals linear-lanceolate, 12- 
1.3 cm long, -j-1 mm broad, whitish green. 
Lip trilobed, 1.7-1.8 cm long, 1.3-1.5 cm 
broad at middle, whitish with 2 brown 
patches on the side lobes towards apex and 
one patch a little inside ; lateral lobes erect, 
3-4 mm high, 7-9 mm long; midlobe 
broadly obreniform, emarginate-bilobed and 
deflexed at tip, 7-8 mm long, 6-7 mm broad ; 
ridges on the lip 3, minutely crenulate-wavy 
at edges ; median ridge shorter. Column 
spathulate, 10-12 cm long,-p 2 mm broad 
at base, winged and 4-5 mm broad towards 
top, with 3 short rounded lobes and 2 short 
ovate lobes at apex; operculum obscurely 2- 
lobed at apex, ± 2 mm across; pollinia 4, 
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Bulbophyllum lilacinum Rid]. 

Figs. 1-9; 1. Habit. 2. Flower, side view. 3. Flower, front view. 4. Column, lip and lateral sepals. 
5. Dorsal sepal. 6. Petal. 7. Lip with column, side view. 8. Operculum. 9. Poliinia. 


^1.5 mm long ; caudicle short; rostellum 
flap-shaped ; stigma hidden under rostellum 
with a prominent lower margin. Fruit 2.5- 
3.0 cm long, 1.2-1.7 cm broad, 3-winged and 
alternating with 3 ridges (Figs. i-6)- 
Specimens ; N. Andamans, Saddle Peak, 
300-600 m, 1 Dec. 1976, in fruit, Balakrish ,- 


nan & Nair 4996 (PBL); ibid., same collec¬ 
tion flowered under cultivation at Port 
Blair in 22 Feb. 1977, Balakrishnan & Nair 
4297 (PBL). 

Distribution: So far known to be ende¬ 
mic to .Thailand. The present collection 
from Andamans is of great phytogeographi- 





Coelogyne thailandica Seidenf. 

Figs. 1*6: 1. Habit 2. Flower, front view. 3. Flower, side view. 4. Lip. 5. Operculum. 6. Pollinia. 


cal interest as it extends the distribution of 
this species to Indian flora. Probably this 
species also occurs in the intervening Burma 
and a search should be made for it there. 
This is also the first record of the 1 genus for 
Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 

Dendrobium indragirieiise Schlectr. in Fed- 
de Rep. 9: 164. 1911; Holtt. Rev. FI. 
Malaya, Orch. ed. 3: 340. 1964. 


Epiphytes, stem 1-2 m long, pendu’.ous, 
-j- 3 mm thick; internodes 2.5-3.5 cm long, 
yellowish; leaf-sheaths 1.5-2.5 cm long. 
Leaves lanceolate, leaf blades unequal at 
apex, 12-15 cm l° n g> 1 -1-1 -5 cm broad, glos¬ 
sy green. Flowers in two’s on short fascicles, 
leaf opposed from the internodes; bracts 
sheathing; pedicels 1.1-1.5 cm long, thin; 
ovary q- 3 mm long, 1-2 mm thick. Dorsal 
sepal narrowly ovate, 7 8 mm long, 2-3 mm 
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broad, yellowish-green. Lateral sepals unit¬ 
ed with the column foot, oblique at base, 8- 
io cm long, 3-4 mm broad, greenish yel¬ 
low. Petals obovate-lanceolate, 7-8 mm long, 

2- 3 mm broad. Lip attached to the column 
foot, obovate, obtuse at apex, 9-11 mm long, 

3- 4 mm broad, yellowish green, pink tinged. 

Column foot 5-6 mm long, ± 2 mm broad- 
Column 2-4 mm high, shortly 4-lobed at 
apex; operculum 1-2 mm across; pollinia 
4, 1 mm long. 

Specimen : S. Andamans, Garacharma, 
15 May 1976, N. G. Nair 3799 (PBL). 

Distribution : Previously known only 

from Ma*ay Peninsula, this is a new record 
for India. 

Phraetia secmda (Bl.) Lindl. Gen. Sp. Orch. 
64. 1830; Seidenf. & Smitin. Orch. Thai¬ 
land 461. 1961 ; Holtt. Rev. FI. Malaya, 
Orch. ed. 3: 553. 1964; Backer & Bakh. 
f. FI. Java 3: 323. 1968. Dendrobium 
secundum Bl. Bijdr. 350. 1825. P. minu- 
tiflora Lindl. in J. Linn. Soc- 3:, 62. 1859; 
Hook. f. FI. Brit. Ind. 5: 811- 1890; Ridl. 
FI. Mai. Pen. 4; 105. 1924. P. microtides 
Lindl. l.c. 62. 1859; Ridl. l.c. 106. 
Epiphytic or lithophyric herbs; stem 
short, 1 cm long, simple, crowded toge¬ 
ther, rooting at b^se. Leaves 4, 2-ranked, 
sickle-shaped, acute to subacute, laterally 
flattened with a groove on adaxial edge, 
fleshy, 1 -5-2.5 cm long, 3-4 mm wide, 
-J- 2 mm thick, jointed to the equitant 
sheath by an articulation. Inflorescence 
axillary, arising from a scarious lanceolate 
± 2 mm long bract in the axil of leaf; pe¬ 
duncle (scape) 0.5-1.o cm long, terete'; 
rachis angular-furrowed, 05-1.0 cm long. 
Flowers pale yellow, 6-9 per raceme; omni- 
laterally arranged, resupinnate, ± 15 mm 
across, -j- 2 mm long; floral bracts scarious 
membranous, triangular, acute to acumin¬ 
ate, ± 1 mm long, -f- 0.5 mm wide; pedi¬ 
cel with ovary -j- 1 mm long; ovary portion 
enlarged, oblong, obconic, yellowish. Sepals 
ovate-triangular, acute to subacute, 1-nerv¬ 


ed, 1 mm long, J- 0.75 mm wide; lateral 
sepals obliquely ovate, connate to short 
column foot forming a short obtuse men- 
tum. Petals oblanceolate to spathulate, ob¬ 
tuse to subacute at apex, narrowed to base, 
i 0.5 mm long. Lip oblong, obovate, ob¬ 
tuse to emarginate at apex, unevenly mar¬ 
gined, 1 mm long, -f- 0.75 mm wide, 
curved downwards in the middle, deeply 
grooved in the middle, with 2 minute yel¬ 
lowish glands at base. Column with foot 
i 1 mm long; rostellum hollow-depressed ; 
operculum ovate, ± 0.5 mm long, with 2 
chambers, remains attached to the column 
tip by a slender thread like attachment; 
pollinia 8, ovoid, waxy, attached to a small 
viscid disc, ultimately free and loosely ar¬ 
ranged in the anther cavities. 

Specimen: N. Andamans, Saddle Peak, 
500-600 m, 27 March 1977, Balakrishnan 
5163 (PBL). 

Distribution : Widely distributed in 

Thailand, Malaysia, Sumatra, Java and 
Philippines. A new record* for India. 

Notes : In all the descriptions by various 
authors the number of leaves per plant is 
given as 6 to 12. However in every plant 
among the 25 collected by the author from 
Saddle Peak, the number of leaves are seen 
to be 4 or in young seedlings even less than 
that. Probably this is due to the more or 
less exposed and dry conditions in the loca¬ 
lity from where it is collected. More col¬ 
lections should be studied to see whether 
this is a constant character of any taxono¬ 
mic significance. 

Porpax meirax (Par. & Reichb. f.) King & 
Prantl. in Ann. R. Bot. Gard. Calc. 8: 114, 
t. 158. 1898; Ridl. FI. Mai. Pen. 4: 104. 
1924. Cryptostylis meirax Par. & Reichb. 
f. in Trans. Linn. Soc. 30: 148. 1874. 
Eria meirax N. E. Br. in Gard. Chron. 
603. 1880; Hook. f. in FI. Brit. Ind. 5: 
786. 1890. 

Epiphytic or lithophytic; pseudobulbs 
discoid, 6-n mm in diam. Leaves 2, elljp- 
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tic-obovate to oblong-obovate, deccurent at 
base, obtuse at apex, 2 0-4.5 cm l° n g> 04- 
1.4 cm broad; petiole 3-4 mm long. Flowers 
solitary from the centre of pseudobulbs, 6- 
7 mm long, brown; floral bract broadly 
ovate, acuminate, 4-6 mm long; pedicels 
2-3 mm long, -j- 1 mm thick. Ovary 2-3 mm 
long. Sepals forming a tube; dorsal sepal 
free for almost half-way, 4-5 mm long; 
lateral sepals united up to the bifid mucro- 
nate apex, 5-7 mm. Petals oblique-ovate, 
acute and apiculate at apex, 3-4 mm long, 
i 2 mm broad. Lip mobile, on -j- 1 mm 
long column foot, ovate-orbicular at base, 
blunt acuminate at apex, -j- 3 mm long, 
i 2 mm broad at base, indistinctly 3-lobed ; 
side lobes erect; midlobe oblong, blunt. 
Column short; operculum 1 mm across; 
pollinia 8 in two groups of four. 

Specimen : N. Andamans, Saddle Peak, 
-t 500 m, 1 Dec- 76, Balakrishnan & Nair 
4779 ( PB L). 

Distribution : Previously known from 

Eastern Himalayas, Tenasserim in Burma 
and Kedah Peak in Malaya, this is a new 
record for Andaman and Nicobar Islands. 
Thunla alba (Lindl.) Reichb. f. Bot. Zeit. 

10: 764. 1852; Holtt. Rev. FI. Malaya, 

Orch. ed. 3: 185. 1964; Baker & Bakh. f. 

FI. Jav. 3: 292. 1968. Phaius albus Lindl. 

Gen. Sp. Orch. 128. 1830; Hook. f. FI. 

Brit. Ind. 5: 818. 1890; King & Prantl. 

in Ann. R. Bot. Gard. Cal. 8: no, t. 

153. 1898. 


Epiphytes, without pseudobulbs; stems 
tufted, 60-100 cm long, 1-2 cm thick. Leaves 
distichous, sheathing the stem at base, lan¬ 
ceolate, acuminate, 10-28 cm long, 15- 
4.0 cm broad, pale green above, glaucous 
below. Inflorescence terminal, 6-12 flower¬ 
ed ; bracts boat-shaped, 3-o-4.5 cm long, i-o- 
1.8 cm broad, pale yellowish green; ovary 
with pedicel 2 0-2 5 cm long, white to cream 
coloured. Sepals elongate, ovate to lanceo¬ 
late, acuminate to subapiculate at apex, 5- 
7 cm long, 1.0-1.5 cm broad, white. Petals 
ovate-lanceolate, acute to subapiculate at 
apex, 5-7 cm long, 1.0-1.4 cra broad, white. 
Lip 3-lobed with a short 4-6 mm long white 
spur; lateral lobes short, broadly rounded; 
midlobe 5-6 cm long, 5 0-5.5 cm broad, 
white with 5-7 fimbriate purple streaked 
ridges inside. Column slender, 1.2-1.5 cm 
long, with 2 narrow wings at apex; anthers 
cream coloured with pale brown patches; 
pollinia 8, elongate, unequal; attached in 
fours to the membraneous caudicle. 

Specimen: S. Andamans, Ferrargunj, Sea 
level, 7 July 1976, Nair 3764 (PBL). 

Distribution : So far known to occur in 
N-E, India, Nepal, Burma, Malaya and Java, 
this is a new record for Andaman Islands. 

Notes : This plant with showy white 
flowers can also be easily grown in soil con¬ 
taining enough humus. This species is ob¬ 
viously very rare as it has not been spotted 
in any other locality in the area. 



